About The Center...
The Center for Grieving Children, Teens and Families provides a safe and caring place where young people who are grieving a death can find help to grow through the healing process.  Our work is based on a deep respect for the individual's experience of grief, the healing potential of peer group support, the value of adult mentoring, and the power of creative expression.

In addition, our mission includes serving as a training and resource center for professionals and others who interact with grieving children and teens.

Our support groups are provided at no cost to families.  We rely solely on the generosity of foundations, corporations, and individual donors, who want to make a difference for children and families. You can help through raising awareness, direct contributions, through soliciting funds from your place of employment, or by helping with fundraising efforts.
The Center for Grieving Children, Teens and Families is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization supported by grants and individual donations. Gifts of any size are welcome and can be made in memory of or in honor of someone.




 “What kept me coming was surprising.  Sure, it helped to be with other kids whose mom or dad died.  But I also learned that I had something to give to other kids.  We supported each other, and I slowly started feeling better about myself.”
 ~ John, a former member of the teen support group
John became a volunteer with the Center after his experience in the support group.
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“He looks forward to coming to the Center. He’s having an easier time expressing thoughts about his father. He is a little less prone to temper flares; and although he’s still headstrong, he’s starting to cooperate more. At school he’s getting better at following directions and not getting into trouble as much.”

~  Mother, commenting on her six-year-old son whose father had died.


SERVE, SHARE, GROW...

VOLUNTEER!


The Center for Grieving Children, Teens and Families

...a place of healing and hope

215-744-4025

Main Office:

1139 East Luzerne Street

Philadelphia, PA  19124

Satellite Location:

2000 Hamilton Street, Suite 304

Philadelphia, PA  19130


Volunteer Opportunities...
We are looking for volunteers who wish to be involved in a meaningful way with children and teens directly, or who want to help support The Center through behind the scenes work. Our present volunteers can attest to how rewarding and personally fulfilling their involvement has been.

“The work helps preserve children’s childhood. That’s why I do it.” – Yvette

Volunteer Grief Group Facilitator

Work directly with our peer support group programs for children ages 6 through 18.  If you care deeply about children/teens and love to listen to them; if you are able to appreciate the joy and hidden gifts within grieving children; if you are willing to share your own humanity (your own grief as well as your own joy); if you appreciate expression through creativity and play; and, if you are willing to make a commitment of time and energy, we have a place for you.
“Seeing the kids support one another is what I find most satisfying. It gives me a great sense that this all works.” – Joyce 

Adult groups for the caregivers meet the same time as the children. Facilitators for the adult groups are also needed.

Clare, Adult Group Facilitator, is buoyed by the volunteer work. “To see someone come out of their grief is a jewel within itself. I really love it.”



Board of Directors and Committees 

Become a member of the Board of Directors. Not enough time to serve on a board of directors? We have various subcommittees where we can use talented, committed people:
Marketing/Social Networking Committee – Help get the word out to the community about the services at The Center, including our grief support groups and professional training programs.

Resource Development Committee – Help find sources of individual, corporate, and foundation funding to help expand the reach of The Center. 

Special Events Committee - Are you a planner, an organizer, or a doer who likes to make things happen?  We need volunteers to help with special events, fund raising, and to serve as ambassadors to the community.  

If you are interested in being part of this rewarding work, we'd love to hear from you.  Volunteers are required to take our training course and are asked to commit to one year of service.  
Call 215-744-4025 or visit our website www.grievingchildren.org/getinvolved for an application or for more information. 

For more information:  
Call 215-744-4025
Email:  grievingchildren@aol.com 
or visit our web site at  www.grievingchildren.org
United Way Donor #14057
Executive Director:  

Rob Sheesley, M.Div., C.T.
Program Coordinator/Staff Therapist:

Beth E. Jellinek, M.Phil.Ed., M.S.Ed., M.Ed.
Director of Operations and Special Projects: Judy Daniels
The Center for Grieving Children, Teens and Families

1139 East Luzerne Street

Philadelphia, PA  19124

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

I am interested in becoming a volunteer.  Please contact me:

Name ________________________

Address ______________________ 

City ____________ ST ___ Zip ____ 

Day phone: ___________________ 

Email: ________________________




“The group helped him realize that he’s not the only child in the world who has lost a parent. He’s starting to have the confidence that it’s OK to be sad or even mad sometimes.” 


~ Aunt of 10-year-old boy whose mother had died.








